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by Andy Cooperman 

The leaves blow from the trees, 
the rain begins, the daylight turns wan and anemic: Autumn in 
the Pacific Northwest. But as Seattle residents know, they can 
always count on October to offer up some spectacular, golden, 
gauzily lit fall days. And for well over ten years, Northwest 
jewelers, metalsmiths, artists and object makers know that 
there is another bright light on the late October horizon: the 
Northwest Jewelry and Metals Symposium. The Symposium 
is a unique venue: a special and complex mix of metals 
enthusiasts and, perhaps most significantly, an event where 
students and beginners can rub elbows with icons, mid career 
and emerging artists who have all come together because they 
love what they do and want to learn more. It is a democratic 
and revitalizing experience. Symposium 2009 will take place 
on Saturday October 17 from 9am to 6pm at the Museum of 
History and Industry.

Every year the Symposium Committee works tirelessly to 
craft a well-balanced program that addresses the broad 
interests of Seattle Metals Guild members as well as students, 
practitioners, members of the regional and national art and 
craft communities and interested members of the public from 
outside the guild. Beginning soon after the last presenter has 
spoken and another symposium is in the can, the committee 
gets right back to work on the following year’s program, 
casting a wide net in the search for topics and presenters 
that span the spectrum of art, craft and making: from the 
fiery technologies of the torch and the forge to new, hi-
tech developments within that field and to allied fields and 
media such as sculpture, applied, functional and public art, 
installation, and architecture. This effort to bring other media 
and associated fields into the symposium program is not 
only made in service to our existing membership but is also 
made with the goal of bringing those from outside the metals 
and jewelry community into the conversation. As always, the 
Symposium Committee firmly believes that by broadening the 
horizons of the symposium we can expand the personal and 
professional horizons of each and every attendee. 

The Annual Northwest Jewelry and Metals Symposium is the 
result of a group effort. The day of the symposium could not 
unfold smoothly—or at all—without the energy and labor 
of many volunteers. The newsletter staff, especially Cynthia 
Wood, as well as Aaron Barr at the website and Todd Hughes 
with his outstanding graphic abilities have been important 
members of the team providing crucial informational 
pipelines. The Symposium programming itself is conceived 
and implemented by a devoted, talented— and remarkably 
attractive— committee chaired by Candace Beardslee. 

The Symposium Committee:

Candace Beardslee (chair)
Nancy Megan Corwin
Andy Cooperman
Molly Epstein
Lynne Hull
Gina Pankowski
Jessie Wylie 
Micki Lippe
Special thanks to John Caster and Dana Cassara

On behalf of the Symposium Committee, we look forward to 
seeing faces both familiar and fresh, young and not so young, 
hobbyist and professional—and all those fellow travelers who 
are drawn to the world of jewelry and the metal arts—here in 
Seattle on Saturday, October 17 at the Museum of History  
and Industry.

Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI) 
2700 24th Ave East, Seattle, WA 98112-2099

Aduki Brooch, Jim Kelso
Presented by Nancy Megan Corwin in her presentation, 
A Survey Of Contemporary Chasing and Repoussé.

Newsletter cover images: Collector, John Grade

Inset cover images, from left:

Garden Neckpiece, Nancy Megan Corwin [Photo by Douglas Yaple] 
The Gold Standard I - Italian shoes, Lisa Gralnick [Photo by Jim Escalante] 
Yellow Kelly, Felieke van der Leest [Photo by Eddo Hartmann] 
Persephone, Keith Lewis
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Symposium ‘09
Reserve the date and tell your friends about Symposium’09 happening all day Saturday, October 17, at the Museum of History and 
Industry (MOHAI) at the scenic Montlake Cut on Lake Washington. Whether one pays by credit card or check, a registration form 
either must be mailed to arrive at the Guild address by October 10 or brought to the door of the event October 17, 2008. Doors open at 
8:00am for registration and coffee, presentations begin at 9:00am. Please see the details on the registration form inside the back cover 
of this newsletter.

Presenters
The 2009 Symposium is our 14th annual and marks our twentieth year as a guild. This year’s slate of presenters fulfils this unofficial 
“broad horizons” mandate, offering a varied cross section of makers, materials, scale and approaches. Beginning with speakers from 
here in the Northwest and moving to those progressively to the east—and to Europe—our program features these presentations  
and presenters.

Nancy Megan Corwin – A Survey Of Contemporary Chasing and Repoussé . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 4

John Grade – Impermanence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 5

Lisa Gralnick – The Gold Standard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 6

Jim Wallace – How to Build a Museum On $12 a Day—and Live to Tell About It . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 7

Felieke van der Leest – Living With A Beasty Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 8

A Brief History of the Seattle Metals Guild
Additionally, on the eve of its 20th anniversary, metalsmith 
and teacher Lynne Hull will deliver a short presentation on the 
history of the Seattle Metals Guild. The SMG has become a 
crucial and unifying force for metalsmiths, jewelers, makers and 
collectors in the Northwest and is considered nationally to be 
one of the strongest and most active communities of its type.

Silent Auction and  
Charon Kransen Book-Sale
In conjunction with the presentations themselves, Symposium 
2009 will offer the perennially popular silent auction and 
the annual book-sale from Charon Kransen Arts. Each year 
symposium attendees have found unexpected treasures on 
the tables of the silent auction, items ranging from finished 
jewelry pieces to packets of instructional handouts to strangely 
inspirational jars of spare parts and potential design elements. 
All proceeds from the silent auction go directly to the Seattle 
Metals Guild’s general fund, supporting guild programs and 
activities. Riches of a different sort can be found within the 
pages of the varied—and often esoteric—books that cover the 
many tables of the book-sale, which has become an immensely 
anticipated symposium event. The energy that surrounds these 
two events surges during the breaks between presentations 
as people vie for that book, obscure exhibition catalogue or 
auction item with which they peculiarly resonate. Presenter 
Megan Corwin will sign copies of her newly published text 

“Chasing and Repoussé: Methods Ancient and Modern”, which 
will be for sale throughout the day.

Free Admission to The Arts and Crafts 
MOHAI Exhibit
This year we are especially excited to offer attendees free admission 
to The Arts and Crafts Movement in the Pacific Northwest, on 
exhibit at MOHAI during the symposium. 

The exhibition is described as one which “brings to light 
exceptional work from the Arts and Crafts Movement in the 
Northwest during the early twentieth century.” On display are 
significant buildings and interiors including metalworks with “over 
one hundred objects drawn from public and private collections.” 

Friday, October 16, 4-6 pm Facèré Jewelry 
Art Gallery Reception
And to complete the Symposium Experience, Facèré Jewelry Art 
Gallery will be featuring the work of several presenters and will 
also host a reception in the City Centre Building (downtown 
Seattle) on the evening before the Symposium: Friday, October 
16, from 4-6pm.

Sunday, October 18, Workshop: Working in 
Gold with Lisa Gralnick
For those who wish to extend the Symposium an additional 
day, please consider participating in the Lisa Gralnick workshop 
where you’ll have the opportunity to increase your skills in 
working with gold. Lisa will coach us as we solder and fabricate 
in 18kt and learn to work with thin gauge gold. There is an 
additional fee for the workshop. For more details and workshop 
registration see page 16.
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A Survey Of Contemporary Chasing and Repoussé
Nancy Megan Corwin

Drawing from deep within the hallowed 
and ivied traditions of metalsmithing, 
Seattle metalsmith and teacher 
Nancy Megan Corwin will present an 
overview of the work of contemporary 
metalsmiths who have mastered, 
applied and reexamined this ancient 
and technically demanding discipline. 
Megan’s book “Chasing and Repoussé: 
Methods Ancient and Modern” has just 
been published and she will be signing 
copies which will be for sale at the 
symposium. Megan received her MFA 
at University of Wisconsin, Madison 
and she teaches extensively nationwide. 
Her work can be found in the 
permanent collection of the Tacoma art 
Museum and locally at Facèré Jewelry 
Art Gallery. For more information 
about Megan please visit her website: 
www.nancymegancorwin.com 

Aduki Brooch, Jim Kelso
in progress

Gnaw,  
Miel-Margarita Paredes

Sound Sequence, 
Catherine Gilbertson

Whorled Flow #595, 
David Huang

Dark,  
Nancy Megan Corwin

Heron,  
Linda Kindler Priest
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Impermanence
John Grade

Expanding the definition of what an art 
object is and the expectations of how 
it functions in the world, Seattle artist 
John Grade uses materials as varied as 
paper pulp, metal and biodegradable 
polymers to build work that is 
conceived and designed to ultimately 
disintegrate: consumed by insects, 
birds and micro-fauna. 

John has received numerous honors 
and awards including residencies at the 
Kohler Arts Center and Foundries and 
at the prestigious MacDowell Colony 
(twice) and he has recently mounted 
a solo exhibition of new work at The 
Bellevue Art Museum. John earned 
his BFA at Pratt Institute in 2002 and 
soon after began to travel extensively, 
an experience which provided him 
exposure to cultures and places that 
became an important element of his 
work. The artist will speak about his 
sculptural work, installation pieces 
and life as an artist. For additional 
information please visit his website: 
www.johngrade.com

Collector, in progress

Collector, installation

Seeps of Winter
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The Gold Standard
Lisa Gralnick

A high, consistent level of technical 
proficiency and a devotion to excellence 
are the hallmarks of the professional 
craftsman and they provide the physical 
scaffold upon which a superior object is 
built. But when wielded in the pursuit 
and exploration of a specific idea, high 
craft can produce something that is truly 
powerful: something that can educate and 
enlighten and maybe even change the way 
we think. Known for her exceptionally well 
made, intelligent and conceptually dense 
jewelry and sculptural objects, metalsmith 
and Professor of Art (University of 
Wisconsin, Madison) Lisa Gralnick will 
present an overview of her work, focusing 
on her newest series of artworks: “The 
Gold Standard”. In this evolving three part 
series Gralnick explores the relationship 
between gold’s history as an artistic 
medium and how, in the modern world, 
it serves as collateral. Lisa received her 
MFA from SUNY New Paltz. Her work 
resides in the collections of The Racine 
Arts Museum, The Renwick Gallery, 
Smithsonian, The Mint Museum and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. To know 
more, visit: www.lisagralnick.com

Book

Coin Collection 
Picture Gallery

Military Medal
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Sometimes when one door closes another  

one opens onto something truly special.  

When scheduled symposium speaker Lena 

Vigna canceled unexpectedly and at the 

last minute, Jim Wallace, former Executive 

Director of the National Ornamental 

Metals Museum in Tennessee, was kind 

enough to step in. What began as a search 

for a substitute speaker became a rare and 

exciting opportunity.

How to Build a Museum On $12 a Day—and Live to Tell About It.
Jim Wallace

In 1977, on a bluff in Memphis overlooking 
the Mississippi River, artist-blacksmith 
Jim Wallace accepted the challenge of 
transforming three decrepit, former US 
Marine Hospital buildings into the National 
Ornamental Museum. Truly a gem, the 
National Ornamental Metals Museum is 
the only institution in the United States 
devoted exclusively to the preservation and 
promotion of fine metalwork, from jewelry, 
hollowware and sculpture to architectural 
ironwork. The three-acre complex 
encompasses the main museum building, 
it’s extensive library and permanent 
collection, a working smithy and foundry, 
conservation facilities and classrooms. In 
the true spirit of a living tradition, full-time 
smiths, visiting artists and interns work side 
by side fulfilling commissions, creating new 
work, restoring existing pieces—both public 
and privately held —and interacting with 
the community through outreach programs 
such as Repair Days. Jim will give us a 
personally guided history of the museum 
from his 30-year perspective as Executive 
Director. For a closer look at the museum, 
click on: www.metalmuseum.org

Metal Museum Library
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Living With A Beasty Heart
Felieke van der Leest

“…My whole house is one big Zoo. Animals 
everywhere, some without heads, some are 
missing other parts of their bodies, some 
are just waiting till it’s their time...” 

Dutch born artist Felieke van der Leest 
crochets, knits and recontextuallizes (read: 
cuts into pieces and silversmiths back 
together) rubber and plastic animals to 
render quirky, oddly compelling, at times 
poignant jewelry and small scale objects 
that always raise a smile. Now living and 
working in Norway, Feleike attended the 
Gerrit Rietveld Academie in Amsterdam. 
Her work is featured in numerous 
public and private collections including 
International Museum of Applied Arts in 
Turin, Italy and Hiko Mizuno Collection 
in Tokyo, Japan and can be found in the 
pages of a multitude of publications. She 
is represented internationally by Charon 
Kransen Arts. The artist will speak about 
her work. To find out more, visit  
www.feliekevanderleest.com

Super Freak Zebra

Referee - San
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President’s letter 
September 2009
Wow, this summer is going by in a flash. This summer the Guild 
has had several events that were awesome. Sorry if you didn’t 
make them!!!  The first was the Studio Tour. Thanks to Dana 
we had several great stops before lunch; check out the prior 
newsletter for more on the tour. The second event was Sunday 
August 9th, at Carkeek Park, our first Picnic. Again, a big thanks 
to Dana, ET, and Molly for setting this up. We had 40ish people, 
burgers, dogs, and many great potluck dishes. The day ended hot 
and sunny; perfect picnic weather. Thanks to all who came, I was 
glad to see everyone. We are already talking about the next picnic. 
The Board of SMG will start planning for elections of officers for 
the next two years in October, if you have any input please email 
me soon.

John Caster, President

sMg biennial exhibition 2009
by Kiraya Kestin, Committee Chair

Just a friendly reminder: Final Exhibition drop off dates are the 
first week in September! As you’ve been reading in the newsletter, 
you may submit two pieces to show in the exhibition along with 
your CD and digital photos, plus a paper copy of the application, 
with the safely boxed entry pieces to the drop off location. The 
application details and application form are posted on the SMG 
web site: http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/events/2009-biennial-
exhibition . All drop offs are at Pratt Fine Arts Center 1902 S. 
Main Street, Seattle, WA., 98144.

Final dates are:

Saturday Sept. 5 from 12- 4 PM•	
Sunday Sept. 6 from 4-8 PM•	

For all members who live outside of the Seattle area and find 
it impossible to meet the Pratt drop off times, you can arrange 
to mail your entry pieces to SMG, P.O. Box 70407, Seattle, 
WA., 98127. We must receive your package by Sept. 5th and all 
instructions must be followed to the letter. Please e-mail Kiraya 
Kestin if you are sending a package atcreationbykiraya@msn.com . 
For those of you who are submitting sculptures, we have been told 
that there is room for only three of the larger sculpture pieces. If 
we receive more than three submissions we will attempt to make 
additional arrangements; however, please be aware that Anderson 
Gallery has limited space. 

Since this is our Twentieth Anniversary of the Seattle Metals 
Guild, we are going to produce a catalog of our biennial show. It 
will feature one photo per each member artist in the show. In 
that this is an ambitious endeavor we are asking for two or three 
volunteers to help John Caster engage in the PC work for the 
catalog prep (mostly cut and paste from the submission CD’s.) If 
you’d like to help and learn about the catalog production process, 
give John a call. His phone number is (425) 673-6391.

We also still need volunteers to help make displays mounts for the 
jewelry; the first production party for creating the jewelry mounts 
is Tuesday, Sept.15,  at Kiraya’s house, 206-363-8983.

SMG Events
Date /Event Page

Sept 5: Biennial Exhibition Artwork Check in . . . . . . . 9
Oct 17: 14th Annual SMG Symposium . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Oct 18: SMG Workshop with Lisa Gralnick . . . . . . . . 16
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Sward Fern, Jim Kelso
Presented by Nancy Megan 
Corwin in her presentation, 
A Survey Of Contemporary 

Chasing and Repoussé.
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Board News

First annual sMg Picnic
By Dana Cassara, Membership Chair

The first annual SMG Summer Picnic at Carkeek Park was a big 
success! We scheduled it right smack in the middle of a series 
of cold, rainy days (who would have thought in August, but 
so Seattle…) however we were blessed with the one absolutely 
perfect day, including warm sunshine and a slight breeze.

Carkeek is a beautiful park on the water’s edge, so throughout 
the day just about everyone made their way to the beach to 
comb, relax and enjoy the refreshing air. An outdoor sculpture 
exhibit was showing in the park as well and a few people enjoyed 
exploring the art. Some of us play a good bit of Frisbee and I 
think all of us who played were sore the next day!

As usual the potluck spread was excellent: a nice balance of 
healthy green stuff and tasty desserts. Mary Lee Hu brought 
these amazing ginger cookies which I can still smell! We grilled 
burgers, hotdogs and veggie dogs on an apparatus provided by 
the park, a grill that has probably been there since the 1950’s but 
I’m pretty sure won’t be there next year judging from the angle 
of it (no longer 90° but maybe closer to 120° with a rusted out 
base). Despite seeing its slow decay, which I swear was leaning 
more when we left than when we got there, various cooks 
managed to get everyone served to their stomach’s content.

All in all it was a great way to spend a lovely Sunday afternoon. 
I personally got to know a few more members better, always fun 
for me, walk on the beach and eat good food. Who could ask for 
anything more? I think those of us who were able to make it out 
are already looking forward to next year!

step Up to the Plate!
Join the SMG Board of Directors

The season for Board elections is quickly approaching and we 
are sorely lacking in candidates for this vital component of 
the Seattle Metals Guild. Simply put the Guild cannot operate 
without a Board. Conversely, with an excited, sharp group of 
people the Metals Guild can excel. So if you are eager to get 
more involved in the metal/jewelry art scene in Seattle and/
or are committed to fostering a healthy community for future 
metalsmiths, we need you.

The Board meets monthly, usually the 1st Monday of the month, 
for a couple hours to discuss various Guild sponsored projects 
and to make decisions about the direction of the organization. 
Most Board members take on additional responsibilities 
like chairing committees and organizing picnics, others act 
as advisors and help with specific projects. If you are at all 
interested please consider joining us for one of our next Board 
meetings, either Monday, September 14th or Monday, October 
5th at 6:30pm.

For meeting details and location contact Dana Cassara at 
membership@seattlemetalsguild.org or ET Kessler at 367-0777.I WANT YOUI WANT YOU
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Member News

Our featured artist this month is 
Tiandra Cummins, winner of the SMG’s 
Sharon Boardway Matriculated Student 
Scholarship. This scholarship is awarded 
four times each year in honor of Boardway, 
whose own metalwork was most notable 
for being inspired by natural objects. 
The award in her memory is based on 
both need and merit, and is open to any 
matriculated student in metals.

Cummins currently attends Oregon College of Art and Craft 
in Portland, where she is a third-year metals major. “Before I 
discovered how much I enjoyed working with metal,” she says, 

“I’d taken drawing, sculpture and photography classes.” As a teen, 
she says, “I explored pottery with hand-built clay, collage art, and 
I painted all over my walls.”

She was first exposed to silversmithing while at Fort Lewis 
College in Durango, Colorado (not far from her hometown of 
Cortez, Colorado) while majoring in early childhood education. 
One of her requirements was a class in native American Arts 
and Crafts, which included a component in silversmithing. After 
being introduced to the art of working with silver, she says, “I 
realized I would just rather do art than teach it, and I fell in love 
with metal working.” Fort Lewis College, however, didn’t have a 
dedicated metals program, so she decided to transfer to Oregon 
College of Art and Craft to complete her undergraduate degree. 
She currently lives in Portland with her husband, David, and 

“sweetest little kitten,” Ruby.

Although living in Portland is completely different from the 
southwest (and she admits she’s sometimes homesick for the 
vast desert landscapes she grew up with), it seems to be a good 
match for her. “The people are similar in Durango and Portland,” 
she says, “as both areas are outdoorsy.” When not working on 
projects for school, she enjoys rock climbing, backpacking and 
camping, which can all be found in close proximity to Portland.

Asked to name an artist she admires, she mentions Stanton 
Englehart, a recently-deceased Durango-based painter whose 
colorful, semi-abstract landscapes capture the essence of the 
Colorado plateau where Cummins grew up. Englehart’s daughter 
was Cummins’ photography teacher in high school, and his work 
is displayed at Fort Lewis College.

For Cummins, however, the lure of working with metal drew her 
away from all that. Part of what she enjoys about it is that, for 
her, the process of working with metal is truly a process. As she 
states on her website, “In the beginning stages of a project the 
metal and I have a deal that we will cooperate with one another. 
However, in the end, we trick each other into straying from the 
path and creating something neither of us could have originally 
dreamed up. . . In my work I start with a goal or hazy sketch and 
more times than not it slowly evolves into a product that keeps 
its intentions unrevealed until the end.”

“I prefer my pieces to be interacted with and not just be 
ornamental, although many of my jewelry pieces have turned 
out to be ‘wearable’ but by no means really practical,” she adds. 
One such example is a pair of handcuffs crafted from silver, with 
an etched image of a brain behind a series of bars. When asked 
if this piece was created in response to an assignment, she says 
it was, in a roundabout way. The assignment was for a reliquary, 
but she couldn’t think of an appropriate piece to satisfy the 
assignment. “This was a response to my own personal creative 
block,” she says, explaining both the symbolism and purpose 
behind this striking piece.

Another, more sculptural 
creation, is reminiscent of a 
reliquary: a bronze and silver 
box with hinged doors and 
a small silver skull hanging 
from the  back. Inside the two 
hinged doors sits another tiny 
sculpture which looks like 
vertebrae. “The assignment 
was for camouflage,” she says, 
and her solution was a tongue-
in-cheek look at skeletons in 
the closet. “Not necessarily my 
own,” she says, “but the viewers 
own secrets they haven’t  told 
anyone else.”

Tiandra Cummins is a young metalsmith whose work to date 
reflects her own unique approach. It will be interesting to see 
what her metalwork reveals as she continues in her studies and 
evolution as an artist.

Meet the Metalsmith – tiandra cummins
By Lisa Farin

Creative Block

Untitled
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Member News

sMg/ Pratt auction necklace
A number of you have asked so here it is! Earlier in the year 
we didn’t have room to run an appropriate photograph of the 
auction piece that Guild Members so diligently worked on to 
create for the Pratt Auction. The associated photograph shows 
the fabulous group effort that was ultimately purchased by Mr. 
Tom Reeves of Seattle for $2500. This one of a kind 32 inch 
opera-length necklace, composed of silver, copper, and mixed 
media beads, which was created by 12 Seattle Metals Guild 
Artists. Each bead is a tiny work of art. Participating artist were: 
Dana Cassara, John Caster, Kitty Delong, Diane Dorner, Owen 
Ken Hall, Lynne Hull, Micki Lippe, Freddy Park, Reed Schilbach, 
Joan Tenenbaum, Jennifer Stenhouse and Lynn Vernon.

Thank you, Tom, for your purchase and thank you 

Reed Schilbach for assembling such a lovely piece 

that will take its place in a long series of annual 

beaded necklaces contributed from the Guild!

silent auction
Hello Everyone!

Once again, we have an amazing lineup for the upcoming 
Symposium! As you already know, the SMG is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to promote opportunities, 
education and growth within the fields of jewelry and metal arts 
through events, workshops, and grants. 

One of the ways we raise money to continue 

supporting the growing and changing needs of our 

membership is through the Silent Auction.

Donations from the past years have demonstrated just how 
creative you are! Ideas such as baked goods, books, private 
instruction, studio tours, photographic services, scrabble tiles, 
tool kits, cut stones, portfolio of personal bench tips - even 
snowshoeing! Anything goes, no donation is too small or too 
weird. In fact, the stranger the better! 

What is so unusual that you’d actually bid on it? Is there 
something wonderful (collecting dust) in your studio which 
someone might be inspired by?

Some ideas: cookie jar of oddities... handful of 

molted antlers... plastic doll limbs... metal scrap 

flattened by a semi... 50 lbs of bottle caps... 

taxidermy eyeballs... bag of tiny watch parts... 

dental tools... antique oil cans... folding yardsticks…

The money that is raised from your donation helps to provide 
quality opportunities for our membership through the various 
programs we offer. Donations are gladly accepted through 
Saturday, October 10th. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. I look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely, 
Jessie Wylie – Symposium Committee
Cell: (206) 713-2204 or secretary@seattlemetalsguild.org
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transformative  
Visions in northwest  
contemporary Jewelry

Saturday, September 12, 2009 - 1pm 
Tacoma Art Museum 

Carolyn Benesh, co-editor of Ornament 
Magazine will open a half-day 
program with a 45-50 minute lecture 
entitled Transformative Visions in 
Northwest Contemporary Jewelry.   This 
will be followed by three, 30 minute artist 
presentations by Ada Rosman, Micki Lippe, 

and Vinosus, each discussing their studio and production line 
jewelry. Amy McBride, Tacoma Arts Administrator, will moderate 
the program and facilitate Q&A. This program is free with 
museum admission.

Women’s shelter 
Jewelry Project
Mark your calendar! All members and their friends are invited to 
join this absolutely addictive FUN activity. When we get started 
in the morning, it is not easy to get folks to stop for lunch!! 
You might be the one to the find the “piece of the day” - at one 
sorting last year it was a pair of beautifully detailed Outhouse 
Earrings, complete with hinged door and person also hinged 
at the toes!! All sortings are held at the home of Micki Lippe. 
(1129 21st Ave. East - Seattle, WA 98112 - between Prospect and 
Highland on Capitol Hill , 206-940-5828.)

The following are the fall sorting dates:

September 20, 2009•	
October 25, 2009•	
November 22, 2009•	

Maybe you are not interested in joining the sorting....you might 
just want to clean out your jewelry box! Or you might work in an 
office with a lot of women who all might want to clean out their 
jewelry boxes. Or maybe you might want to launch a collecting 
project in your part of town. All jewelry can be delivered to the 
address above, just drop it off on the porch and send an email to 
say that the jewelry is on the porch. Easy!

If you think that this sounds like something you are  
interested in and the dates work for you – send an email  
to: mickilippe@comcast.net.

Member News
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tech tips – a tech tip Flash back: Feb, 1989
From Lynne Hull’s studio

While I was doing research on SMG’s history for our fall 
Symposium, I was reminded of our early days and all those who 
contributed to its start up. Kris Williams (1950-1993), one of 
our founding members, started the Tech Tips section in our first 
newsletters. With our 20th year upon us, I thought we should 
revisit one of Kris’ tech tip articles from 1989. This is from the 
February issue of what was called the Daedalus and the article is 

titled “Caring for Steel Tools”. By the way for those of you who 
may not know, SMG keeps an archive of our old newsletters up 
on our website encompassing our entire 20 years. They are a 
wealth of information as well as worth a few good laughs as you 
see names of folks that you’ll recognize even today. This Tech Tip 
is from our oldest newsletter archive, February 1989.
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City of Seattle seeks artworks 
by mid-career artists
The Mayor’s Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, in 
partnership with Seattle Public Utilities (SPU), 
seeks to purchase available artworks from 
mid-career artists for SPU’s Portable Works 
Collection. Artists with at least 10 years of 
professional experience and a significant 
exhibition history are encouraged to apply. 
The call is open to residents of Washington, 
Oregon, British Columbia or Alaska. Artworks 
in all media will be considered. The purchase 
budget is $100,000 and is supported by SPU 
1% for Art funds. Application deadline is 11 
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 30.  Application and 
guidelines at http://www.seattle.gov/arts/
publicart/calls_for_art.asp.

Lark Books will be publishing 
a juried collection of interna-
tional studio jewelry.
Interested? Entry Deadline: December 4, 
2009. Each piece must prominently feature 
silver. Materials other than silver, such as 
stones, other metals, or alternative materi-
als, may be included, but silver must be the 
focus and should occupy roughly 80% of the 
piece. We wish to showcase a wide range of 
techniques, textures, and finishes. All jewelry 
forms, such as rings, earrings, bracelets, 
brooches, necklaces, and pendants, will 
be considered, and all design styles are 
welcome. There is no entry fee. Submission 
forms available at http://www.larkbooks.com/
submissions/artist-submissions.

Bonny Doon Hydraulic Press-
From A to Z
Workshop taught by Cynthia Eid at Bonny 
Doon Manufacturing, In Taos, New Mexico 
Sept 21-25, 2009 

This is an extensive workshop with a small 
group (6 people) in a unique and exciting 
setting--- there is room for 2 more people. 
See where and how Bonny Doon tools are 
made, while learning how to use them. Lee 
Marshall, the original developer of Bonny 
Doon, will be visiting Phil Poirier, the cur-
rent owner, during the workshop, so there 
are sure to be some exciting times! Where 
else could you learn how to use tools while 
conversing with the makers and developers? 
Contact Cynthia Eid at ceid@cynthiaeid.com 
or 781-863-0140 for registration.

Call For Papers / Presentations
eXtreme eXamination:
Teaching the History of a Craft
Educators Dialog: Coinciding with the Society 
of North American Goldsmiths Annual Confer-
ence “Going to eXtremes,” 
in Houston, Texas
10-13 March, 2010
Deadline: October 23

This session is intended to focus on the incor-
poration of relevant historical subject matter 
within the context of a Craft genre education 
in general and that of Metalsmithing/Jewelry in 
particular. Courses in the history and/or theory 
of Craft or Metalsmithing/Jewelry are relatively 
rare and may not meet the specific needs of 
burgeoning practitioners. We are calling for 
papers/presentations that relate to one or 
more of the following questions:

What are some strategies for the incorpo- »
ration of successful historical/theoretical 
instruction in different types of studio 
programs?

What kind of background information is  »
most beneficial to students as the next 
generation of Metalsmiths/Jewelers?

 What is our agenda in making those dis- »
tinctions and what values do we express 
in the selection process?

What histories and theories do we select  »
to teach, how do we teach them, and what 
are the resources available?

Where do the Art and Design histories/ »
theories end and Metalsmithing/Jewelry 
histories/theories begin?

What are the difficulties in historicizing  »
a field that is inherently complicated by 
indistinct language and a relatively recent 
evolution?

What are the benefits and detriments of  »
teaching genre-specific histories versus a 
general Craft history?

How do we choose a canon in the rela- »
tively recent area of Studio Craft?

What are the pedagogical approaches for  »
teaching general or specific Craft history/
ies at the secondary level?

Submissions will be reviewed by the Educa-
tion Dialogue Committee. A one page CV and 
250 word abstract should be submitted to 
Ana Lopez at ana.lopez@unt.edu. Please send 
documents in .doc. or .rtf format only. Submis-
sions from students must be accompanied by 
a letter of support from a faculty member.

The Artist Clinic @ Country 
Doctor Expands Its Subsidies
The Artist Clinic at Seattle’s Country Doctor 
Community Clinic is expanding its subsidy 
program! Effective immediately there are 
no income requirements to qualify for a 
subsidy to help cover clinic bills. Thanks 
to a coalition of arts supporters, uninsured 
artists can request $75 vouchers (maximum 
of two per year) which can be applied as a 
credit to help cover expenses incurred at 
the Country Doctor. Subsidies may also be 
applied to prescription drugs purchased at 
the Country Doctor pharmacy.

This is great news if you’ve been considering 
getting a flu shot this year and/or finally 
having that annoying pain checked out. Don’t 
put it off any longer! The Artist Clinic offers 
artist-focused hours every Wednesday from 
5:30-8:30pm or other times by appoint-
ment. Make an appointment today by calling 
206/299-1600.

Anyone going to SOFA  
CHICAGO this year?
Celebrating its 16th year, SOFA CHICAGO 
2009, the critically acclaimed Sculpture 
Objects & Functional Art Fair, returns to Navy 
Pier’s Festival Hall (600 E. Grand Avenue) 
Nov. 6 – 8. Debuting this year is SOLO 
at SOFA, dedicated spaces on the show 
floor featuring cutting-edge installations 
by individual artists outside of the more 
formal structure of the representing gallery’s 
exhibit booth.

SNAG Lifetime Achievement 
Award – WHO Should it be 
From SMG?
SNAG is seeking nominations, to be an-
nounced at the Houston Conference in March 
2010. The Award is SNAG’s highest honor and 
is presented to individuals who have made 
significant contributions to the field of met-
alsmithing. Selection of the award recipient 
is made by a committee of members.

Any member may nominate someone for 
the Lifetime Achievement Award. Nomina-
tion packages must include a resume or 
biography of the nominee and an argument 
in support of their selection. The package 
should also include letters of support 
from at least two other SNAG members. 
Nomination packages should be sent to: 
Lifetime Achievement Award Committee, 
Chairperson Tim McCreight; Brunswick, ME; 
04011. Postmark Date: October 15, 2009  
tim@brynmorgen.com. For additional pro-
cedural information--contact: Sandie Zilker, 
Board Liaison spzilker@sbcglobal.net

metals events & information

To network more information and future entries for this column, please contact newsletter@seattlemetalsguild .org
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Workshop: Working in gold with lisa gralnick

Date: Sunday, October 18, 2008
Time: 10am-5:30pm 
Price: SMG members: $120.00, non-members: $140 
(Join SMG today and save $20.00 on this class!)

This one-day workshop will focus on tips for getting over your fear of working 
in gold, or honing your skills in goldwork. Since most of the day will involve 
demonstrations, students will not need to purchase gold to participate. Basic 
soldering and fabrication in 18K gold will be covered, in addition to tricks for 
working in thin gauges (26g-28g) successfully. We will be using an ox/acetylene 
mini-torch, and will discuss the pros and cons of other torches for gold work. 
Effective recycling of gold and alloying of gold will be discussed and demonstrated. 

registration Form
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________State: _________ Zip: _______________________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________Day Phone:  ___________________Evening Phone: _______________________

Are you paying by check? Please include check number, #___________

Are you paying by debit or credit card? Please provide the following info:

Name as shown on card: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Card number: # ___________________________________________________ Expiration date: ______________________________

Have you taken an SMG workshop before?  yes  no If yes, how recently? ___________________

Are you a Seattle Metals Guild Member?:  yes  no

Would you like to join the Seattle Metals Guild today?:  yes  no

(Join for $45.00. Your membership will be good through the end of the year. You will receive a newsletter and be invited to our annual 

ornament exchange party!)

What is the total amount we should charge you for? ___________________________

We will confirm your registration by email or phone. Location information and other details will be included in your confirmation 
letter. Registrations will be accepted according to postmarked date on mailed envelope.

Please complete this registration form and mail it with payment to:

Workshop Coordinator: 5619 University Way NE, Seattle, WA 98105 

For questions please contact workshop@seattlemetalsguild.org

Sorry, no refunds after October 10, 2009

Halo, 14th Century
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Today’s Date ❑ New Member ❑ Renewing Member ❑ Check if contact info has changed

Name   Organization (If applicable)

Address

City  State Zip Country

Home Phone Cell Phone Work Phone

Email   Fax

Check if you do NOT want your ❑ address or ❑ phone published in the SMG directory

Check the box only if you want to receive a paper copy of the newsletter in addition to the electronic version ❑
(Help the guild save money and resources by viewing your newsletter online. You will receive email notification when each newsletter is available.)

Enclosed is: ❑ $45 Individual membership (1/1/2009 – 12/31/2009) ❑ $20 Student w/copy of student ID

	 ❑ $60 Membership for any number of adults at same address (1/1/2009 – 12/31/2009)
Membership runs for the calendar year, January 1 – December 31, 2009. Memberships paid on or before October 31, 2009 will end December 31, 2009. 
Memberships paid November 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009 will extend through December 31, 2010.

I can help with: ❑ Newsletter ❑ Mailings ❑ Bead Necklace ❑ Exhibits ❑ Workshops and Events

	 ❑ Symposium ❑ Educational Outreach ❑ Misc. – Call me for specific tasks as needed

Other skills I can offer to SMG:

*Send checks payable to Seattle Metals Guild, PO Box 70407, Seattle, WA 98127* 
Please allow up to four weeks for processing of your membership. If you have not received confirmation within four weeks,  

please contact membership @seattlemetalsguild.org.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

See you at MOHAI Oct 17th!
Museum of History & Industry 

2700 24th Ave. East
Seattle, WA.  206-324-1126

A fine Bagged lunch from PCC Natural 
Markets will be provided. All lunches 
come with an organic roll, fresh fruit cup, 
cookie and bottled water. Please check 
one box with your choice below:

� Salad Sampler; a selection of three PCC 
salads served on a bed of mixed baby greens.

� Turkey and Havarti sandwich; free-range 
turkey, creamy havarti cheese with tomatoes, 
lettuce and mayo.

� Ham and Swiss sandwich; ham and swiss 
cheese on a croissant with sliced tomatoes, let-
tuce, mustard and mayo.

� Veggie Havarti sandwich; creamy havarti 
cheese with garden fresh avocado, cucumber, 
tomato, red onion and mayo.

� “I’ll bring my own lunch, thanks.”
Payment:  � Check � Visa       � MC

Charge card #       Exp:

Signature:

Please write clearly and send registration to 
Seattle Metals Guild, PO Box 70407, Seattle, WA.  98127

Registration: 2009 Northwest Jewelry and Metals Symposium

Name

Address

City     State  Zip

Day Phone   Evening Phone

Email

School, if full-time student in degree program

Registration & Fee Information:
Make check or money order payable to/and send to the Seattle Metals Guild.
Registrations must be postmarked by October 10, 2009 to qualify for pre-registra-
tion rate, and to reserve your lunch choice.  Day-of registration accepted at the door 
(no lunch provided).  Visit the SMG web site for more information:
www.seattlemetalsguild.org and click on Symposium link, or call 425-788-3687.

� $75 Pre-registration postmarked by 10/10/09 � $85 Registration day of/at the door.
� $35 Full-time student pre-registration. � Contribution to the day of lectures.
     Must bring student ID day of event.      $

**We have a limited number of volunteer opportunities for the Symposium. Volunteers receive free admission to the Symposium in 
exchange for doing a specific task during the Symposium. Please contact Jessie Wylie at jessiewylie11@comcast.net or Dana Cassara 
at dana@danacadesign.com before October 10th to qualify for a position (first come first served).



P O Box 70407
Seattle, WA 98127

Sept/Oct 2009

www.seattlemetalsguild.org

The Seattle Metals Guild is a non-profit 
organization made up of people with vary-
ing interests and involvement in traditional 
and contemporary jewelry and metal arts.

The Guild was founded in 1989 to provide 
for the exchange of ideas and information, 
as well as to offer affordable educational op-
portunities to its members and the public.

Our activities include: a web site, bimonthly 
newsletter, exhibitions and a series of aes-
thetic, technical and business workshops 
and lectures.

The skills, energy and enthusiasm of the Se-
attle Metals Guild members promote and 
sustain its successful programs.

We welcome new members and encourage 
participation by everyone. 

The Seattle Metals Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly. Comments, announcements and ads are welcome from all SMG members.

Please contribute to your Newsletter
We encourage participation and welcome information about upcoming shows and events, articles about safety and bench tips you would like to 
share. If you have comments or something to contribute, please submit your information, generated in a word processing program, via e-mail. 

Include photos or logo artwork in JPEG format, if available. Remember to provide who, what, when, where, why and how.

Cynthia Wood: newsletter@seattlemetalsguild.org

Deadline for Nov/Dec is Oct 10. Articles received after that date may be published in the following newsletter.

2009-2010 SMG Board of Directors
All addresses are suffixed with “@seattlemetalsguild.org”

President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Caster  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . president@
Vice President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ET Kessler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . vicepresident@
Secretary  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jessie Wylie  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . secretary@
Treasurer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mary Dingacci  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . treasurer@
General Board  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Aaron Barr   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . board2@
General Board  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dana Cassara  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . board3@
General Board  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kiraya Kestin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . board6@
General Board  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lotta Gustafsson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . board8@

SMG Services

Newsletter Editor   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cynthia Wood  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . newsletter@
Library  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dana Cassara  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . librarian@
Symposium Coordinator  .  .  .  . Candace Beardslee   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . symposium@
Workshop Coordinator  .  .  .  .  . Dana Cassara  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . workshop@
Membership  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dana Cassara  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . membership@


