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PTT 2015 Best In Show winner: Samatha McKinney, Sunspots.  Mountlake Terrace High School 
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President's Letter 
 

The flowers are blooming, the sun is shining, and that can only mean 

one thing: spring has arrived in the Northwest!   

 

And it feels like the SMG is coming out of hibernation as well: we 

have quite a few programs that are either blossoming or starting to 

get underway for the year.  In less than a week, Passing the 

Torchwill open its 2016 exhibition at BAM; the following weekend, on 

the 16th, we will have our Awards Ceremony with keynote speaker 

Andy Cooperman. (Andy was one of our PTT jurors this year, along 

with SMG board member Kirk Lang.)   

 

The Exhibitions committee has some big news to report (see below); 

the Symposium committee has planning well underway for what is 

shaping up to be another stellar event; and our newEmerging Artist 

Grant is now open for applications.  All of these programs are just 

waiting for one thing, and that is our fabulous members to come get 

involved.  Spring has sprung, and it's time to get out of the house and 

start collaborating with your Guild!   

 

Our Lecture Series installment for this month features Kristen Rask, 

President of Urban Craft Uprising.  Don’t miss her talk next week –

 please note the start time is a little later this time (7:30pm). As usual 

there will be a Metals Mixer at the Nickerson Street Saloon after the 

lecture to mingle and connect.   

 

Speaking just for myself, I am always so very impressed with the 

skills and creativity exhibited by the PTT participants; see the image 

above, our 2015 competition's Best in Show winner.  It makes me 

immensely proud of our Guild that we are able to offer this program to 

the next generation of metalsmiths.  Please join us and meet some of 

these fantastic young artists in person at 1pm on April 16th at the 

Bellevue Art Museum, and congratulate them on their 

accomplishments.   

 

Enjoy the lovely weather and I hope to see you soon! 

 

Peggy Foy 

President - Seattle Metals Guild 

president@seattlemetalsguild.org 

Please remember all red text in this newsletter is a clickable link. 
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Call for Applications: SMG Emerging Artist Grant! 

The SMG Emerging Artist Grant is now accepting applications - please spread the word!  This exciting opportunity is new for 2016.  We 

are offering a substantial cash award, an artist lecture, and a display case at the 2017 Biennial. (Established artists, never fear: there is 

an Established Artist grant in the works for 2017.)  Emerging Artists, review the call now and start planning your submission - do not 

leave this until the last minute as we expect the competition will be fierce. 

Deadline: June 1st, 2016.   

Eligibility: 

 Must be a Seattle Metals Guild member at time of application. 

Award: 

 $2500 

 Presentation at the next General Meeting 

 Solo Case in the Biennial Exhibition 

All submission requirements and the application are listed online - for complete infomation, visit:  

http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/programs/grants/ 

 

 

Lecture Series #4: 

Kristen Rask: The New World of Craft 

Seattle Pacific University: Otto Miller Hall, Room 109 

3469 3rd Avenue West, Seattle WA 98119 

April 14, 2016 7:30pm - 8:30 pm 

http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/programs/grants/


 

 

Kristen Rask, president of Urban Craft Uprising, owner of Schmancy, & author. 

 

The craft movement has always been relevant but has seen many faces.  Since the crash of our economy, the craft movement saw 

another big surge and new people taking their passion to a new level of business.  Booth displays have changed, shows have become 

more and more competitive to get into and the movement at large has changed.  Kristen Rask, President of Urban Craft Uprising has 

seen this change from two perspectives.  As a maker herself, she has been vending for 20 years.  As an organizer, she has seen the 

profound impact that shows like UCU has influenced the city, shops and the community.  This lecture will be part discussion, part Q&A. 

Doors open at 7:00. Lectures begin at 7:30. 

Guild Members: Free 

Non-Members: $5 Suggested Donation 

 

 

 

SMG: Social Events 
Metals Mixer - April 14th, 9:00 - 

10pm: Nickerson Street Saloon 

 

Metals Mixer - May 12th, 8:30 - 10pm: Nickerson 

Street Saloon 

See you there! 

  

 

 

UPCOMING LECTURE INSTALLMENTS: 

Seattle Pacific University: Otto Miller Hall, Room 109 

7pm-8:70pm 

http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/


 

 

April 14, 2016 Kristin Rask:  The New World of Craft 

Kristen Rask, President of Urban Craft Uprising will be speaking about the change in the craft movementfrom the perspectives of both 

a maker and an organizer.  This lecture will be part discussion, part Q&A. 

 

May 12, 2016 Catherine Grisez: 1mm to 50′ 

Born and raised in Ohio, Catherine Grisez has called Seattle home since 1998 where she works full time as a studio artist. She earned 

her BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design where she majored in Jewelry and Light Metals with an emphasis in hollowware. Her 

artwork spans limited edition and one-of-a-kind jewelry to small and large scale sculpture. 

 

 

Seattle Metals Guild: Passing the Torch 2016 

at Bellevue Arts Museum 

April 8 – May 29, 2016 

Reception & Award Ceremony: Saturday, April 16, 1 – 3pm 

Key Note Speaker: Andy Cooperman 

 

Passing the Torch is the annual statewide high school jewelry and metal arts competition and exhibition sponsored by the Seattle Metals 

Guild. This year 12 schools, from across the state, each submitted 1-6 pieces of either jewelry or sculpture, all of which are on exhibit at 

The Bellevue Arts Museum this spring in the Community Education Gallery. This gallery is open during regular Museum hours and is free 

to the public. Our esteemed jurors this year were Andy Cooperman and Kirk Lang; see their bios below.  Prizes will be award in three 

categories Saturday, April 16, at BAM, 1-3pm. 

 

Passing the Torch gives students the experience of exhibiting their metal work and encourages them to consider a life in metal arts. Each 

year's display features three categories: jewelry, hollowware, and a rotating third category. The third category for this 2016 display is 

Pattern & Repetition. The first exhibition was held at the Tacoma Art Museum in the spring of 2003. We are honored that the Bellevue Art 

Museum is the venue for this year’s display, offering a wonderful opportunity for students to show their work in a professional setting!  



 

 

The students participating in this competition and exhibition come from diverse jewelry and metal arts backgrounds. They may be in their 

first jewelry making class or in their third year of study in metal arts. The classrooms where this work was created may be fully outfitted 

jewelry labs, the welding and casting spaces from a technical program, or an unoccupied pottery classroom. Part of the mission of 

Passing the Torch is to inspire and encourage all participants to continue growing their skills and passion for jewelry and metal arts no 

matter their level. 

 

Please join us for the Award Ceremony on April 16, 1-3pm at the Bellevue Arts Museum. It is a wonderful experience! 

 

Dana Cassara, PTT committee member and SMG past president 

 

 

Exhibitions Committee News! SMG Shows in 2016: 
 

 

The Exhibitions Committee has been working to create opportunities for 

SMG members to show their work. We’re happy to announce that we have 

two juried shows coming this year!  

 

One show will be held to coincide with the Symposium in October at Kobo in 

International District. The show is slated to start at the beginning of October 

and go on to the end of the month. This is our first time working with Kobo 

and we’re excited!  

  

 

 

In addition, Waterworks Gallery in Friday Harbor will host an ear adornment 

show. We are currently working on the details with the Gallery owner, Ruth 

Offen. The show will run from November 12, 2016  to January 7, 2017. 

Some of you know Ruth from last year’s portfolio reviews, which were a 

great success. 

 

Both of these venues are fantastic retail locations and we look forward to 

building relationships with them.  All members are invited to submit their 

best work to both shows, and we anticipate the formal call for entry will 

be announced in May. Stay tuned to the newsletter, SMG web site and the 

SMG forum for more details.  

 

Carolyn Kollstedt 

Exhibition Committee Chair 
 

 



 

 

 

We Need Your Help!   

You, yes YOU!  We need you! 

We have a LOT of really stellar programs, but these programs are in jeopardy: our current leadership is moving on, and we need new 

people to step in and help take the reins.  Don't just sit there - get involved! 

 

Our Biggest Need is for a Passing The Torch Committee Chair.  Are you passionate about high school metals programs? 

 Please get in touch ASAP or this program may not be around next year. 

We also need: 

  Passing the Torch - Event Volunteers for Spring 2016 and planning committee for 2017: 

o Please contact Kristen Hummel if you are interested in helping:passingthetorch@seattlemetalsguild.org 

 Volunteer & Member Coordinator: We need an awesome "people person" to help keep our volunteers organized, in-the-

know, and happy.  Can you match an eager person to a job that needs to be done?  We'd love to have your help! 

 Exhibition/Symposium/Biennial Committee Members:  Are you interested in helping pull off an amazing show, or meeting 

the speakers for our Symposium in a one-on-one setting?  We want to talk to you.  

 Lecture Series/Workshops Committee Members:  Meet our fabulous speakers and work with them one-on-one to support 

their lecture and/or workshop.  Who is your metalsmithing hero?  Would they come to Seattle to teach a workshop?  Join this 

team to help make it happen! 

To volunteer for any of these positions, please fill out the form here:http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/membership/volunteer-

now/ 

  

SILENT AUCTION Chair 
Planning is underway for the SMG Metals and Jewelry Symposium which will take place on October 15, 2016. The committee is looking 

for someone to chair the Silent Auction.  This job is planning and executing  the ever-popular and lively Silent Auction, which occurs 

during the symposium. This person also serves on the Symposium Committee. 

Main tasks for the auction include: 

-       PR for the auction - emails, newsletters, blasts, FB, forum - June through mid-September 

-       Solicitation, procurement and preparation of donation items - Mid September to October 15 

-       Organizing the “day-of” set-up and take-down 

-       Thank-you’s and follow-up 

 

Some very capable folks have volunteered to help - we need someone to steer the ship!! 

mailto:passingthetorch@seattlemetalsguild.org
http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/membership/volunteer-now/
http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/membership/volunteer-now/


 

Interested parties please contact: Micki Lippe mickilippe@comcast.net 

 

 

Exhibitions 
 

 

A Meeting of Minds 

Facèré Jewelry Art Gallery 

  

May 11, 2016 - May 31, 2016 

Lecture: Wednesday, May 11 at 4:00 PM 

Reception: Wednesday, May 11 at 5:00 PM 



 

  

Facèré presents a contemporary jewelry art exhibition celebrating artistic relationships, dialogue and cooperation. The show will feature 

the collaborative work of nine artist pairs who support each other in various creative contexts, whether it is directly in the making process 

or behind the scenes.  

 

Artist List:  

Dan Adams & Cynthia Toops, Jana Brevick & Hahn Rossman, Amy Weiks & Gabriel Craig, Ford & Forlano, Janis Kerman & Erin Wahed, 

Robin Kranitzky & Kim Overstreet, Devon Paget & Julie Speidel, Jacquie Rice & Uosis Juodvalkis, and Roberta & David Williamson. 

 

For More Information, visit: http://www.facerejewelryart.com/exhibit.php?id=74 

 

 

Image Above: Cynthia Toops & Dan Adams 

 

 

Workshops, Classes & Lectures 
 

 

Christine Clark Workshop 

Penland School of Crafts, NC 

June 12 - 24, 2016 

 

Explore installation art and 
sculpture through a wide 
variety of materials and 
connecting options. This 
workshop will investigate the 
creation of site-specific works 
and a variety of formats of 
sculpture using found and 
created objects. Emphasis is on 
wire as a connector to create 
structure and foundation. Some 
techniques covered include 
small scale steel wire welding, 
wire weaving, rivets, jump ring 
and chain making options, 
simple sewing with fabric, other 
cold connections and hardware 
for found objects. Study 
includes creating volumetric 
forms, repetition, and an 

http://www.facerejewelryart.com/exhibit.php?id=74


 

exploration of multiples with an 
understanding for serendipity. 
Discussions embrace historical 
and current installation art 
practices, identifying sites on 
campus, and conceptual 
interpretation for all art works. 

http://www.penland.org 

http://www.cclarkstudio.com 

 

 

 

Opportunities 
 

 

Metal Jewelry Design Open House: Campbell River 
 

Picture: Hair Clip by Mayumi Shiiya. 

 

Discover the unique talent of North Island College's Metal Jewellery Design students and instructors. Tour the studio, meet the artists, 

and learn about NIC's wide range of metal jewellery courses. Select pieces will be available to purchase. 

 

Thursday, April 14th 12:30 - 2:30 

North Island College, Campbell River Campus 

1685 S. Dogwood St. 

http://www.penland.org/
http://www.cclarkstudio.com/


 

Campbell River, BC Canada 

 

For More Information: http://www.nic.bc.ca/about_us/events_notices.aspx?e=2156#event2156 

 

 

 

Julia Lowther: Disposing of Spent Pickle Responsibly! 

Ever wonder why it's so important to dispose of spent pickle responsibly?? Copper is tremendously toxic 

to aquatic life! In this post, Julia describes in detail the steps for removing the toxic copper from pickle. 

 

SMG member Julia Lowther lives in Seattle, writing articles and teaching classes on chain making, with 

work showcased in numerous books & magazines: 500 Gemstone Jewels, Access Denied: Art of Chastity 

 Belt at Mineral, Wrap, Stitch, Fold & Rivet & a number of issues of Art Jewelry Magazine, to name a few. 

 

Disposing of Spent Pickle Responsibly is a free post that can be read here:  

http://shoeboxstudio.com/2016/03/02/be-kind-to-fish-dispose-of-all-spent-pickle-responsibly/ 
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Asian Art Sale! 
Saturday, April 9th, 11:00 - 3:00 

Phinney Neighborhood Center (Community Hall) 

6532 Phinney Ave N. 

(North of Woodland Park Zoo, between 65th & 67th) 

Free Parking 

 

From Seattle's world travelers and collectors come unique treasures of antiques, artifacts, and craft items from throughout Asia, 

Central/South America & Africa!  

 

Vendors include: Kyoto Art & Antiques, Fugio, Clarke & Clarke Art Artifacts, Bead World, Ron Ho and more.  

 

Includes jewelry, textiles, rugs, ceramics, sculptures, masks, prints, paintings & more. 

 

*Purchases by Cash or Checks Only* 

 

  

 

 

Call for Art! 

Harmony Arts Festival: 

July 29th-August 7th, 2016 

  

Jewellery artists from Washington are invited and encouraged to apply and participate in this very popular and well established arts 

market located on the waterfront in beautiful West Vancouver, B.C. 



 

The annual Harmony Arts Festival, presented by Odlum Brown Limited, transforms the stunning West Vancouver waterfront into an 

open-air celebration of the arts. The 2016 Harmony Arts Festival will be taking place from July 29 – August 7th. Visitors enjoy free 

concerts, art exhibitions, artist talks and demonstrations, the Art Market, family-oriented activities and a variety of unique culinary 

experiences. 

The Harmony Arts Festival’s Art Market is a unique opportunity for local, regional and national artists and artisans to exhib it and sell their 

high quality original artworks. 

Art Market Information: 

The Art Market takes place over two weekends; July 29-August 1 (August long weekend) and the following weekend August 5-7; 

exhibitors can apply for either or both weekends. The location of the Art Market is Argyle Avenue between 14th and 16th Street in West 

Vancouver, along the Ambleside waterfront, just a scenic 10 minute drive from downtown Vancouver. The Art Market is an admission- 

free and commission-free event. 

The 2015 festival attracted over 130,000 local and international visitors and received extensive media attention. With an established 

reputation of excellence, the Art Market continues to attract artists and artisans of the highest quality in originality and craftsmanship.  

 

For More Information: http://www.harmonyarts.ca/looking-apply-festival 
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