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Incoming President's Letter: 

Happy New Year! 
 

It is my great honor and privilege to write my first President’s Letter to 

you.  Over the last ten years I have held many roles with the Seattle 

Metals Guild: Board Secretary, general Board member, Exhibitions 

committee member, Symposium volunteer, and SNAG Conference 

volunteer - although I think everyone pitched in for that one! Once 

upon a time I was awarded one of the Guild’s scholarships, and 

presented at the Lecture Series.  The Guild is near and dear to my 

heart, and I am excited to take on the role of President for the next 

two years. 

 

We owe a debt of gratitude to our outgoing President, Natascha 

Bybee.  In the last two years, she championed and implemented 

new technological improvements to our systems - a huge benefit to 

the organization, and only one of her many accomplishments as 

President!  As someone told me at last October's Symposium, she is 

leaving some big shoes to fill.  I hope that I can live up to the 

standard she has set, and carry things forward even more.   

 

My primary goal for the next two years is to increase the level of 

engagement of our membership.  I am inspired by the words that 

once graced the back page of our printed newsletter: "The skills, 

energy, and enthusiasm of the Seattle Metals Guild members 

promote and sustain its successful programs.  We welcome new 

members and encourage participation by everyone."   

 

With that in mind, I hope you will consider getting involved this year. 

 As you can read in our Call for Volunteers, we are at risk of losing 

some of our programs because of lack of support. Yet, some of my 

fondest memories of the Guild are of working collaboratively with 

other members.  My personal philosophy is: Many Hands Make a 

Light Load.  Please join in: let’s do some awesome things this year! 

 

Read on for all the details of what we have coming up in the next few 

weeks (Keith Lewis! General Meeting! Salon! ....and, Cookies, for 

goodness sake!) These are not only exciting for their content, but also 

for the chances they provide for us to get to know each other and 

connect with the community. I look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Here’s to a great new year.  I wish you all the best in 2016! 

 

Peggy Foy 

Incoming President - Seattle Metals Guild 

president@seattlemetalsguild.org 

Please remember all red text in this newsletter is a clickable link. 
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SMG: Social Events! 
 

Metals Mixer - January 14th,  8:30 - 10pm:  Nickerson Street 

Saloon 

 

Metals Mixer - February 11th,  8:30 - 10pm:  Nickerson Street 

Saloon 

 

SMG Exhibition Committee Meeting & Cookie Party - February 

12th, 7:30 pm: Micki Lippe's House 

 

See you there! 

  

 

 

 

SMG: General Meeting! 
The Seattle Metals Guild General Meeting takes place each year. This is when we elect new board members, make general 

announcements, receive a financial report and present awards. The Guild presents its Lifetime Achievement Award (this 

year we honor MICKI LIPPE!) to an outstanding member of our diverse community and in odd years, in conjunction with 

the Biennial Exhibition, we also present an Emerging Artist Award (next one in 2017).   

 

Awardees enlighten and entertain us with their stories offering insight, inspiration and often some good laughs. 

  

Light refreshments are provided. Bring postcards and business cards to exchange! 
 

See you there! 

  

Doors open at 6:30pm. 

  

Venue North 
Seattle 
College, 
North 
Star 
Dining 
Room 

Address 9600 
College 
Way 

http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/
http://nickersonstreetsaloon.net/


 

North, 
Seattle, 
WA 
98103 

Starts Fri Feb 
5 2016, 
7:00pm 
PST 

Ends Fri Feb 
5 2016, 
9:00pm 
PST 

 

A PARKING PASS will be available on the SMG website. 

 

 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Winner 
2016: Micki Lippe! 
 
It should come as no surprise that this year we humbly present the 
Lifetime Achievement Award to Micki Lippe! 
  
Micki has been at the heart of the Seattle Metals community from 

the start, as the founder & first president of this guid, a studio 
jeweler for almost 40 years, and instructor & mentor. She has also 
served on the Pratt Fine Arts Center Board, and was the President 
of the Society of North American Goldsmiths. 

 

 

She currently chairs the Women’s Shelter Jewelry project, where volunteers sort, clean and repair donated jewelry and then distribute the 
finished pieces to women’s shelters in the Seattle area, including the YMCA’s Dress for Success Program. 
  
An acclaimed art jeweler, Micki’s one-of-a-kind and production pieces have been shown at galleries and museums nation-wide. Her work 
has explored both the precise and the random, her recent pieces having been inspired by the Pacific Northwest, reflecting the organic 
beauty of nature.  
  
Micki has work in the permanent collections of the Tacoma & Racine Art Museums, and has displayed work in a multitude of group 
shows, among them 16 museum exhibits, as well as over a dozen solo exhibitions, and several publications, among them 500 Earrings, 
Art Jewelry Today & Adorn. 
  
This award is well-deserved, and recognition for her role in our community long past-due. We look forward to seeing her recollection of 
her work & career at this year’s general meeting! 

 

https://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/calendar/#!event/2016/2/6/general-meeting


 

 

Salon de la Bijouterie - Eastside 

Monday, January 25, 2016 7:00pm - 10:00pm 

Would you like feedback on your work?  The Salons are a monthly opportunity for members to get together, show and discuss their work, 

receive feedback if they desire, and build a support network for their ongoing practice. The Metal Mixers fill a great need to get together 

and discuss all manner of things and not feel so isolated in our studios. The Salons will take this one step further, by placing the focus on 

the work we are making.  They are about helping us build a stronger community and address the challenges and celebrate the triumphs 

we experience as artists.  It's really an opportunity to lift each other up, and isn't that what the Guild is all about?  

 

So please bring your work and some yummy food to share - we will provide the wino and non-alcoholic refreshments! 

 

http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/calendar/#!event/2016/1/26/salon-de-la-bijouterie-eastside 

 

http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/calendar/#!event/2016/1/26/salon-de-la-bijouterie-eastside


 

 

Pratt Bead Necklace - 

Call for Donations 

Due: Feb 1, 2016  

2012 SMG Bead Necklace  

 

It's that time of year again!  Every year the Seattle 

Metals Guild creates a collaborative bead necklace 

to donate to Pratt Fine Art Center's Gala Art 

Auction.   

 

Beads must fit within a 1" x 1" square and have a 

2mm unobstructed channel passing through them 

for stringing.  It can be square, oval, spherical... 

metal or something else... or it could be a charm. 

 And we will also need a clasp!   

 

 

This project makes an excellent "January Slump 

Buster", to get your creative juices flowing in the 

new year. Not only that, it's a chance to put your 

artistic vision in front of some of the savviest art 

collectors in town! It's a great cause, and a chance 

to work collaboratively with your fellow guild 

members.   

 

Fill out the donation form here and get started 

today - the deadline is fast approaching!  Beads 

can be dropped off at Danaca or mailed to Peggy 

Foy (address provided upon registration) - please 

email president@seattlemetalsguild.org if you 

need to make alternate arrangements. 

 

Did you miss the donation form?  Here it is again 

just in case: 

 https://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/calendar/ 

#!event/register/2016/2/1/pratt-bead-necklace 

 

2010 SMG Bead Necklace 
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We Need Your Help!   

You, yes YOU!  We need you! 

We have a LOT of really stellar programs, but these programs are in jeopardy: our current leadership is moving on, and we need new 

people to step in and help take the reins.  Don't just sit there - get involved! 

 

Our Biggest Need is for a Passing The Torch Committee Chair.  Are you passionate about high school metals programs? 

 Please get in touch ASAP or this program may not be around next year. 

We also need: 

  Passing the Torch - Event Volunteers for Spring 2016: 

o Please contact Kristen Hummel if you are interested in helping:passingthetorch@seattlemetalsguild.org 

 Volunteer & Member Coordinator: We need an awesome "people person" to help keep our volunteers organized, in-the-

know, and happy.  Can you match an eager person to a job that needs to be done?  We'd love to have your help! 

 Exhibition/Symposium/Biennial Committee Members:  Are you interested in helping pull off an amazing show, or meeting 

the speakers for our Symposium in a one-on-one setting?  We want to talk to you.  

 Lecture Series/Workshops Chair and Committee Members:  This is another role where you meet our fabulous speakers 

and work with them one-on-one to support their lecture and/or workshop.  Who is your metalsmithing hero?  Would they 

come to Seattle to teach a workshop?  You'll never know if you don't ask....  

To volunteer for any of these positions, please fill out the form here:http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/membership/volunteer-

now/ 

  

 

 

Elections: Get to Know Your 2016 Board Candidates 
Vote on our new board members at the General Meeting in February.  We have several board members stepping into new leadership 

roles, as well as the following newcomers joining the board..... 

mailto:passingthetorch@seattlemetalsguild.org
http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/membership/volunteer-now/
http://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/membership/volunteer-now/


 

 

Grace Matsumoto is an artist & studio jeweler in Seattle, WA. She 

has worked with her hands to create a way of communicating with 

the world since she can remember, and from the moment she lit her 

first torch at age sixteen, she was hooked.  

She began Tiny Fat Bird Studio in 2012, and creates one of a kind 

and small production works that balance the geometric & organic. 

Tiny Fat Bird collections can be found in galleries & shops all 

around Seattle, and as far as Montana & Arkansas. 

She particularly enjoys the meditative process of cutting silver by 

hand, and it's been observed that she laughs whenever she lights 

her torch. 

 

 

 

Julie Brooks is a native of North Carolina, currently residing in 

Seattle, WA. She attended NC State University studying zoology 

and the life sciences before deciding to explore her passion for the 

arts. This moved Brooks to Greenville, NC where she graduated in 

2002 with a BFA in Metal Design and a Minor in Anthropology from 

East Carolina University. After 3 years working as a bench jeweler 

for Atlanta based enamelist Ricky Frank, she attended graduate 

school and received an MFA in Artisanry, concentration in 

Jewelry/Metals, from UMASS Dartmouth in 2008. Currently, Brooks 

teaches at North Seattle College and Pratt Fine Arts Center. She 

has also recently taught at Santa Fe Community College, Pullen 

Arts Center, Cary Arts Center, NC State University Crafts Center, 

Winthrop University, UMASS Dartmouth and creates in her home 

studio. Brooks has been published in 1000 Rings, The Art of 

Enameling, 500 Wedding Rings, and Humor in Craft. She exhibits 

nationally and is included in the collections of David Freda and 

Rancho Obi-Wan in Petaluma, CA. 
 

 

 

Exhibitions 
 



 

 

Catherine Grisez, Nesting: Epiphany, brass, bronze, copper & sterling silver 

 

MOLDMADE: An Exhibition of Cast Objects 

North Seattle College Art Gallery 

January 5, 2016 – February 5, 2016 

Showcasing work created through diverse types of casting including, but certainly not limited to, ceramics, glass, and metal.  Highlighting 

process & creation of cast objects. 

  

http://artgallery.northseattle.edu/ 

 

 

Bling it On! 

CoCA (Center on Contemporary Art) at Rubix 

515 Harvard Ave E, 98102 

 

January 13 - February 20, 2016 

Reception: Thursday, January 14, 6-9p 

Trunk Show and Live Performance 

Art: Thursday, February 11 12p-6p 

CoCA at Rubix presents: Bling it On! an exhibition of wearable 

contemporary art and jewlery. 

http://artgallery.northseattle.edu/


 

 

Featuring jewelry by Kyle Rees, Catherine Grisez, Pariscope 

Studios, Hardwearables, Dixie Darling and Brandon Perhacs and 

wearable art by Bo Choi, Rebecca Maxim, Bill Gaylord, and Liz 

Tran.  

 

Gallery Hours: Wed-Sat, 12p-6p 

http://facerejewelryart.com/exhibit.php?id=71 

 

Image at Left: From the "Flippin the Bird" series by Kyle Rees 

 

 

 

 

Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered 

Facèré Jewelry Art Gallery 

 

February 3, 2016 - February 23, 2016 

Lecture: Wednesday, February 3 at 4:00 PM 

Reception: Wednesday, February 3 at 5:00 PM 

Jewelry art to bamboozle, bemuse, tickle the brain, surprise intellect 

and reward curiosity. 

Artist List:  

Jude Clark, Nancy Mēgan Corwin, Marita Dingus, Kathleen 

Faulkner, Peg Fetter, Laurie Hall, Trudee Hill, Janis Kerman, Kristin 

Lora, Patricia Kidwell Lown, Marina Marioni, Carla Pennie McBride, 

Jennifer Merchant, Marcia Meyers, Dorothée Rosen, Cynthia 

Toops, Sarah Wauzynski, Paulette Werger, and Roberta & David 

Williamson 

http://facerejewelryart.com/exhibit.php?id=71 

 

Image at Left: Sarah J.G. Wauzynski, Brooch in sterling silver, 18K 

gold, gesso, egg tempera, and peridot. 

 

 

 

Workshops, Classes & Lectures 
 

 

Lecture Series #1: 

Keith Lewis - Coalescence: Assisting the Angel of History 

Seattle Pacific University: Otto Miller Hall, Room 109 

January 14th, 2016 7 - 8:30 pm 

http://facerejewelryart.com/exhibit.php?id=71
http://facerejewelryart.com/exhibit.php?id=71


 

 

What can a single object say? 

Rather than looking inward- as much contemporary work does- jewelry can engage with large ideas, 
encounter and interpret the world and serve as a conduit of humanistic values. It can also contain far more 
meaning and intention than its size might indicate, not least because is resides on the body- for good or ill  
the focal point from which we encounter the world and towards which we gauge its impact. 

 

https://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/calendar/#!event/2016/1/15/smg-lecture-series-1-keith-lewiscoalescence-assisting-the-

angel-of-history 

 

 

Mary Lee Hu Workshop 

North Seattle College Jewelry Studio 

February 6 - 7, 2016 

https://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/calendar/#!event/2016/1/15/smg-lecture-series-1-keith-lewiscoalescence-assisting-the-angel-of-history
https://www.seattlemetalsguild.org/calendar/#!event/2016/1/15/smg-lecture-series-1-keith-lewiscoalescence-assisting-the-angel-of-history


 

 

This workshop will give participants a look at some of the many 
ways one can use round wire in processes borrowed from the 
fields of basketry and fibers - twisting, wrapping, looping and 
complex braiding and knitting to make textured line, soumak, 
weaving and twining to create flat shape or hollow form. 
 
In this two-day workshop, participants will have the opportunity to 
make samples of several of the many processes demonstrated, A 
background and expertise in metals is not absolutely necessary and 
those with a fibers background may find that working with a more 
rigid material yields interesting opportunities. 
 
Please contact Lynne Hull for more information and registration at: 
 
lynne.hull@seattlecolleges.edu or: (425) 275-2578 
http://NorthSeattleCollege.org 

 

Workshop will be limited to 18 students so please register early. 
Checks should be made out to the ET Kessler Art Scholarship Fund. 
Send to: 
Lynn Hull - Humanities Division 
North Seattle College 
9600 College Way North 
Seattle WA 98103 

 



 

Christine Clark Workshop 

Penland School of Crafts, NC 

June 12 - 24, 2016 

 

 

Explore installation art and 
sculpture through a wide 
variety of materials and 
connecting options. This 
workshop will investigate the 
creation of site-specific works 
and a variety of formats of 
sculpture using found and 
created objects. Emphasis is on 
wire as a connector to create 
structure and foundation. Some 
techniques covered include 
small scale steel wire welding, 
wire weaving, rivets, jump ring 
and chain making options, 
simple sewing with fabric, other 
cold connections and hardware 
for found objects. Study 
includes creating volumetric 
forms, repetition, and an 
exploration of multiples with an 
understanding for serendipity. 
Discussions embrace historical 
and current installation art 
practices, identifying sites on 
campus and conceptual 
interpretation for all art works. 

http://www.penland.org 

http://www.cclarkstudio.com 

 

 

 

Opportunities 
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Job Opening - Experienced Jeweler 
 

We're Baleen. After 3 great years in business, we decided to take the plunge and open a retail space / studio in Ballard. We've been 

immensely busy and are growing steadily. We are in need of production help starting January 2016.  

Our Jewelry is simple but requires a detailed eye and skilled hand to make. We are in need of an experienced jeweler. Recent grads or 

current students need not apply. (sorry)  

Hours can be split between our studio and yours if you'd like but we'd need you here for at least half of the work week.  

We're a fun group that really enjoys what they do.  

Come join us! www.shopbaleen.com 

Email a resume and short introduction to: wearebaleen@gmail.com 

+/-30 hours / week 

Wage : $20/hour 

 

http://www.shopbaleen.com/
mailto:wearebaleen@gmail.com


 

 

Seeking Shop/Studio Space!  
 

Needed by 3/1/2016, ASAP. 

 

Full time blacksmith/toolmaker and jeweler looking 

for space available in the surrounding Seattle area, 

North of Seattle in Snohomish County preferred. 

Approximately 300-500 sq. ft. 

 

I am currently working out of a shop in Ballard, 

living in Bothell. 

 

 

My time in my current space is ending late 

February 2016 and I am desperately searching for 

another workspace in a lease or month to month 

rental situation close to home. I am happy to share 

space with like-minded individuals who also pursue 

industrial arts. 

You can check out my work at Faram Forge 

Facebook page and also faramforge.org 

Thank you very much! 

 

 

 

 

Available Studio Space!  
 

Available February 1st, 2016. 

 

Monthly Cost between $200 - $250 

 

Tired of soldering in the house?  Have you taken 

over the dining room?  Are you freezing in your 

garage?  Join us!  

http://faramforge.org/


 

 

Two kick ass studio spaces available to share with 

2 others in downtown Woodinville with own 

bathroom and large sink area.  Heating, own 

electric panel, concrete floor, secure and safe 

building. Any medium and well-behaved dogs 

welcome. 

 

Interested?  Please contact Natascha Bybee 

at nbybee@live.com 
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